Kawagama Lake Cottagers’ Association

Presidents Message and Lake Updates

To hear this and more, please check out our AGM video on youtube

at: https://klca.us18.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=8c838273138b37e4110e€91441&id=47825264a5&e=
917b9889ec

KLCA 2020 Virtual Regatta Challenge

The KLCA would like to continue to build our community during COVID by offering
an alternative to our usual Regatta.

We all also have our cottage traditions and we would like you to share yours! Send us
pictures of your activities and we will pick some of each category to publish in
Reflections 2021!

1) Water Sports: swimming, waterskiing, tubing, canoeing, gunwale bobbing,
kayaking, wakeboarding, kneeboarding, paddleboarding, fishing, sailing, windsurfing,
dock jumping/diving, underwater

2) Outdoor Activities: building sandcastles, hiking, tree climbing, stargazing, cliff
jumping, rope swinging, horseshoes, reading on the dock, toasting marshmallows on the
campfire, gardening, eating ice cream/popsicles, barbequing

3) Crafts: rock painting, friendship bracelets, drawing, painting, hairstyling
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What activities do you do at your cottage?
Rainy Day/Evening Activities: board games, card games, puzzles, colouring, baking,
napping, block/Lego structures

Please, don’t forget to share your photos of; Animals: pets, ducks, loons, other birds,
fish, amphibians (frogs, salamanders, toads), wild mammals, insects, spiders, reptiles
(turtles and snakes) Scenic: Sunsets, sunrises, rainbows, clouds, storms

Do you have a challenge for other cottage families? Be creative and share your
ideas!

Please send your photos/challenges to: Kimberley.daries@peelsb.com

We will share your submissions in future newsletters.

Rural Connectivity

Connectivity has been a persistent challenge in rural areas forever.

FOCA has been a long-time supporter of smart and inclusive waterfront
communities — our 2018 report on Economic Development and Waterfront
Property Owners (https://foca.on.ca/waterfront-property-owners-and-rural-
economic-development/) was yet another signpost that demonstrated the need
for vastly improved cellphone and internet services for rural homeowners,
businesses and potential entrepreneurs.
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Thus our longstanding and ongoing support for the Eastern Ontario Regional
Network (EORN) and their efforts with the region's elected officials to push
forward on these services, in partnership with the Province, the Canadian
government, and with the private sector.

FOCA has recently appealed to the Provincial and Federal governments in
support of EORN's latest initiative. Copies of these letters can be found by
going to; https://klca.org/rural-connectivity

Hopefully, together, we can advance the state of internet capacity in our region
to support our education, health, employment and social needs in 2020 and
beyond.

Thank you for your interest and your support on this, and on so many other
important pan-community issues!

Terry Rees, FOCA
trees@foca.on.ca

(Editors note: The KLCA will have a representative attending a zoom meeting
with the Chief Administrative Officer for Haliburton County, the Communications
Director for the Eastern Ontario Regional Network (EORN) and other cottagers
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associations which has been organized by the Kennisis Lake Cottagers
Association.)

Short Term Rental Survey

The Township of Algonquin Highlands is currently looking for Public input on
Short Term Rentals. A webpage has been developed and you are encouraged
to review the background information found here prior to submitting your
comments.

The website and directions on how to submit your comments can be found at
the following link:

https://www.algonguinhighlands.ca/government/shorttermrentals.php

Comments are requested by August 31st, 2020
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Haliburton County Free of Blue-Green Algae
so Far

By Sue Tiffin (The Echo, Haliburton County. July 29, 2020)

Two lakes in Muskoka have visible blue-green algae blooms this month, but
Haliburton County is still clear of the potentially toxic growth.

The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit has confirmed small blue-green algae
blooms on the eastern end of Ten Mile Bay in Lake of Bays, and at Weismiller
Bay on Lake Muskoka.

According to the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit, no
reports of blue-green algae in Haliburton County have been advised by the
Ontario Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks so far this summer.

On a webpage posted last November, the HKPR District Health Unit describes
blue-green algae, or cyanobacteria, as being “primitive microscopic organisms
that occur naturally in lakes, bays, ponds and inlets. Normally, the algae are
barely visible. In warm weather when conditions are right, the algae can rapidly
grow to form a large mass (or bloom).”

Though the blooms typically thrive in water that is shallow, slow-moving and
warm water, they can also present in deeper, cooler water.

“Dense blue-green algae blooms can make the water look like a bluish-green
pea soup, or a shiny paint slick,” reads the health unit’s site. “Very dense
blooms may form solid-looking clumps. Fresh blue-green algae blooms often
smell like fresh cut grass, while older blooms can stink like rotten garbage.”

Most algae blooms, according to the site, are short-lived and will break down
within days or weeks.

A common cause of blue-green algae blooms is the amount of
phosphorous and nitrogen available, agricultural and stormwater runoff,
as well as leaching from septic systems.

Paul Maclnnes, chair of the Coalition of Haliburton Property Owners
Associations, said lakefront property owners can minimize the risk of a



bloom on their lake by keeping septic systems operating properly, making
sure that at least 75 per cent of shoreline is planted with native, deep-
rooted trees and plants, and that 75 per cent of the shoreline of an entire
lake is planted in a natural way as well.

The health unit’'s website notes that if you suspect a blue-green algae bloom,

you should:

o Assume toxins are present
e Avoid using, drinking, bathing or swimming in the water
« Restrict pets from getting into the water

Blooms can be reported to the Spills Action Centre at 1-800-268-6060.

For further information about algae and algal blooms,
visit https://www.cohpoa.org/lake-health-3/algae-and-algal-blooms/.

Boat Right, Be Polite!

It’s the law! Don’t forget these important rules. ..

e The speed limit is 10 km/h within 30 metres of shore.

o All boat operators must carry their original Pleasure Craft Operator’s Card on
board.

« Operating a boat carelessly, without due care and attention or reasonable
consideration for others is an offense under the Small Vessel Regulations.

« Operating a boat while impaired is a criminal offense. Impaired boaters are
subject to the same suspension penalties that apply to impaired automobile
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drivers. Alcohol and cannbis cannot be consumed by the operator or passengers
while the vessel is underway. Alcohol and cannabis can be consumed on a boat
anchored or secured to land or dock and being used as a residence, provided the
boat is equipped with cooking, sleeping and sanitation devices.

Be Polite:

o Please use common sense and be mindful of how your activity is impacting
those around you.

Personal Watercraft

Your boat is designed for joyriding, so go out and have fun. But be careful. Personal
watercraft are involved in a disproportionate share of boating accidents.

Boat Right:

o Operators must be over 15, and have an operator’s card on board.
e When towing, you must have an operator, a spotter and a seat available for each
person being towed.

Be Polite:

o Keep well away from small boats and people. Buzzing or circling around canoes
and kayaks or swimmers poses a safety hazard.

e If you must do repetitive doughnuts, go to the middle of the lake.

e Avoid maneuvers close to other vessels, even if they’re friends or relatives.




Water-skiing, Boarding and Tubing
Your first consideration in any of these activities should be safety - and if you’re

operating safely, you’re much less likely to annoy your neighbours as well.
Boat Right:

« Towboats must have an operator, a spotter and a seat for each person being
towed.

« Do not tow before sunrise or one hour after sunset.

o Those towed must wear an approved personal flotation device.

e Know and obey the right-of-way rules.

e You can take off from shore at speed provided you drive straight out from shore.

Be Polite:

o Keep well beyond the 30-metre limit to avoid swimmers and boaters near shore.

e Don’t swing your riders in front of other people’s docks. Drop them outside the
30-metre limit or come in and out perpendicular to your dock.

e Avoid multiple runs in the same area. Vary your route to share the pain.

o Keep a safe distance from other tow boats, which stop and turn unpredictably.

e Don’t tow around canoes, kayaks, sailboats or small outboards. They may cross
your rider’s path, and your wake can capsize them.

« Avoid towing in rivers or narrows. Your ability to avoid other boats is limited.

« Concentrate! Most boating incidents are caused by operators not paying
attention. Boat operators must look ahead. Spotters look behind.

Watch Your Wake

e Your wake is damaging to docks, moored boats, shorelines, waterfowl nests and
other sensitive wildlife.

« If you are wake-boarding or wake-surfing, please stay at least 300 metres
offshore. The 30-metre limit is not enough for your wake to dissipate.

o Know your boat’s no-wake speed and use it in no-wake zones.

To report unsafe boating to the OPP
Call 1-888-310-1122



Make sure you have the facts available when you call
Click here to see the information the OPP needs

Additional Resources

Safe Quiet Lakes

Office of Boating Safety

BOATsmart

Discover Boating - Boating Safety App

**Copied in part and re-printed from LOBA, July 9, 2020 Newsletter**

FOCA (Federation of Ontario Cottagers
Associations)

Check out this well done and very informative Lake Stewards Newsletter
Summer 2020 published by FOCA https://foca.on.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/FOCA 2020 LakeStewards WebPost FINAL.pdf.

Remember, all KLCA members are also automatically members of FOCA as we
use part of your membership fee to also pay for your membership

in FOCA. Check out their comprehensive website for relevant information,
news and updates, resources and discounts and more

at https://foca.on.ca/.

Question about using soap in the lake

Q: We would like to know what body soaps and shampoos are environmentally
friendly to our lake.
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A: Sadly, there really is no environmentally friendly way to lather up in a lake.

A few generations ago, taking a bar of lvory soap down to the lake for a bath
created a fairly small human impact on a big body of water. But there are more
people now, more pollutants in the water, and more chemicals from the shore
washing into the lake. This includes soap from outdoor showers that are less
than 200 feet away from the lake or don't drain into a septic system.

Soaps can create algae blooms, which greatly alter the health of a lake. Even
products that contain only natural ingredients may affect ecological balances in
unintended ways.

A safer approach is to soap up at least 200 feet (61 meters) from shore. Fill a
bucket with water and use it to wash and rinse at a distance from the lake. In
fact, the popular camping soap Campsuds states clearly on its container, "Soap
up and wash at least 200 feet away from alpine lakes and streams. Dig a hole 6
to 9 inches deep for disposing of soapy wash and rinse water. This allows
bacteria in the soil to completely and safely biodegrade Campsuds."

Click here for more
information. https://www.muskokawatershed.org/blog/bathing-in-the-lake/

o
o

Our mailing address is:
KLCA
P.O. Box 98
Dorset, ON
POA 1A0


https://klca.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c838273138b37e4110e91441&id=c995042ddf&e=917b9889ec
https://klca.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c838273138b37e4110e91441&id=452e18f773&e=917b9889ec
https://klca.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c838273138b37e4110e91441&id=8e5a4c01e4&e=917b9889ec
https://klca.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c838273138b37e4110e91441&id=7b98388916&e=917b9889ec
https://klca.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c838273138b37e4110e91441&id=a5c66ab5e5&e=917b9889ec

Just a reminder that you are receiving this email because you have given permission on the annual KLCA
renewal form. If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please send a message with the title
"unsubscribe" to membership@klca.org.

Newsletter Editor: Alisa VanDerToorn

This email was sent to alisavdt@yahoo.com
why did | get this? unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences

KLCA - P.O. Box 98 - Dorset, Ontario POA 1EO - Canada

mailchimp



mailto:alisavdt@yahoo.com
https://klca.us18.list-manage.com/about?u=8c838273138b37e4110e91441&id=3e1aa200b0&e=917b9889ec&c=56aa153cb4
https://klca.us18.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=8c838273138b37e4110e91441&id=3e1aa200b0&e=917b9889ec&c=56aa153cb4
https://klca.us18.list-manage.com/profile?u=8c838273138b37e4110e91441&id=3e1aa200b0&e=917b9889ec
http://www.mailchimp.com/email-referral/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral_marketing&aid=8c838273138b37e4110e91441&afl=1

