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Water Levels Update
Below, please find a chart of NDMNRF (Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural
Resources and Forestry) lake level targets and actuals for Kawagama Lake as of Oct 6,
2021. The NDMNRF can usually maintain a level somewhere between the “Best
Management Practice Level” and “Target Operating Level”, except when extraordinary
weather events occur. This year, we’ve had 3 extraordinary occurrences, including a dry
spring and unusually heavy rainfalls in both late June and Sept. The “water level line” on
the chart shows the effect of these occurrences.

From Sept 8 to Sept 29th, water levels rose about 10 inches when the annual lake
drawdown had already started. (Drawdown typically starts the week after Labour day). Lake

levels peaked around Sept. 29th and are now headed lower. However, we’re still around 14
½ inches higher than target. Other significant lakes in the Muskoka watershed (LOB,
Muskoka, and Rosseau) are experiencing similar issues.

For your information, your lake level committee members are Eric Millar, Don Able,
Kathleen Hedley, Doug Middlebrook and Jim Kaufman.
 
Jim Kaufman, Chair
Lake Levels Committee

 

 

 

Cottage Succession

FOCA and estate lawyer Peter Lillico have been teaching families about successful cottage
succession planning for the past decade! Our traditional in-person events have shifted to
digital for 2021. Thank you to our member associations who have been the local hosts of
these seminars. One final event is planned for this year:

October 13, 2021: "Trusting the Cottage" This
webinar will take a deeper dive into the subject of
using various trust techniques as part of your
family's cottage succession plan.

Attendance at FOCA's Cottage Succession
webinars is free to FOCA members (which includes all KLCA members), and $10 for non-
members. Reach the registration link and learn more here: https://foca.on.ca/cottage-
succession/ur

Nature Would Have Loved the Teenage Me
 
I will always remember when David flowers uttered that phrase. David is retired now after a
long career as a Fish Biologist with the MNRF. He spent much of his career researching fish
in Haliburton area lakes.

As new lakefront property owners, many of us - and it really is one of our first impulses -
feel the need to tidy and clear up our lakefront. We want to clear up the fallen logs, get
those big rocks out and pull out the weeds. David’s advice was – don’t do it! Nature abhors
Neatness
 
The living things in our lakes, including fish, need those fallen tree branches, rocks, and
weeds. They provide shelter, food, and areas for spawning. Any good fisherman knows to
look for areas like that to catch fish.
 
A Natural Shoreline with tree and shrub branches hanging over the lake cools the water and
provides the food and fallen branches critical to our fish populations. The water in front of a
natural shoreline is teeming with life and critical food sources for the living things in our
lakes.
 
By contrast, the water in front of a grass lawn is largely devoid of life.
 
I have been on Mountain Lake for more than 60 years. As the years have gone by, I see
more and more manicured lawns to the shore and fewer fish, crayfish, and frogs. 
 
So, go back to your teenage days and be messy, not neat. Your lake and the fish will love
you for it.  
 
Author Don Benson is a former member of the MNRF advisory committee and the
Haliburton Highlands Stewardship Council

Abandoned Docks
Just a reminder to please go to https://klca.org/abandoned-dock-program to find out more
information about the abandoned dock program and also to see if there is a dock that you
recognize! Thanks to all the folks who have volunteered to help with this program next year!

Loon Calls
Nothing is quite so symbolic of summertime in the Canadian wild as the calls of the
Common Loon. They make four basic types of vocalizations: the wail, tremolo, yodel,
and hoot. In winter, along coastal waters they adopt a quiet time.

The wail is perhaps the call most frequently heard. A loon will make this haunting call when
it becomes separated from the chick or if its mate fails to return. It indicates a willingness to
interact.

To hear this call and learn more about Loon Calls, please go to this site, Nature Canada.

https://naturecanada.ca/news/blog/the-common-loon-what-are-they-saying/
 

Navigation Update
Just a reminder to take extra caution when boating at this time of year, especially at night, 
as the navigational lights and markers are being pulled out of the water on Thanksgiving
weekend. A big thank you to all the volunteers who help with this task each year and a
special thank you to the newest members of the Navigational Team, Ryan Bohren and Luke
Farnington.

10 Tips to Winterize your Plumbing
By Richard Brignall

At some cottages, Dad is around to “supervise” the winterizing jobs. At others, his legacy
may be a well-worn list tacked up on the bulletin board. Or maybe you’re the dad (or mom)
who will set up the winterizing routine at your new cottage. But whether you’re an old hand
or closing up for the first time, a little care this fall will make sure you’re not sleepless in the
city through the long winter months.

1. Stay organized Work from one end of the water system to the other instead of jumping
from job to job, and follow a checklist. You’re less likely to miss a step.

2. Turn off the power to the water pump and the hot water tank before draining anything It’s
a whole lot easier to drain the tanks if you’re not continuing to pump water into them.
Turning off the power also protects the heating elements in the hot water tank, so they’re
not trying to warm water that is no longer there.

3. Tackle the cottage’s interior plumbing first In an ideal world, all the supply pipes will drain
to one point, and the water supply lines will gradually slope down to a single set of drain
valves, just as the sewer pipes slope downwards towards the septic tank. If your cottage
isn’t set up this way, you may need to spend an afternoon crawling around under the
cottage to discover where all the pipes go and where the valves are.

4. Open the drain valves and make sure all the taps, both inside and outside the cottage,
are open Closed taps can create a vacuum that holds water in the lines. Leave all valves
and the taps open over the winter so that any remaining water can drain out.

5. Attach an air compressor to the drain valve Only if you think there may still be water in
the line from improper drainage or sagging pipes, and then blow any excess water back
through the open taps.

6. Drain the hot water tank If there’s no floor drain — if the tank is outside, say, under the
cottage — attach a garden hose to the drain valve located at the bottom of the tank. This
will allow you to direct the water away from the tank, instead of having it pool around the
base.

7. Drain the pressure or gravity tank If the pressure tank is located somewhere other than
below your cottage, such as in the boathouse or a special pump enclosure along the shore,
make sure the line supplying the cottage from the tank is also drained. The pressure tank
relies on a rubber diaphragm to create and hold the pressure to push water through your
cottage plumbing lines. If water is left inside the holding tank, it will freeze and potentially
destroy this rubber diaphragm, making the tank useless.

8. If you have a jet pump, remove the drain plug Let all the water drain between the pump
and the pressure or gravity tank. The priming plug should also be removed and stored in a
secure spot. Add one to two cups of plumber’s antifreeze (propylene glycol) to the jet-pump
case to protect the casing and impeller inside it from freezing. Disconnect the waterline to
the pump and pull it onto the shore. Disconnect the foot valve and store it in a secure
location where it won’t be damaged.

9. If you have a submersible pump, leave it in the water throughout the winter A drain valve
installed on the waterline just above the lake’s high-water level will let you drain the line
from the cottage to where the pipe enters the water, decreasing the chances it will freeze
and crack over the winter.

10. Winterize the sewage system Flush the toilet to get as much of the water out of the tank
and bowl as possible. Some water will be left over and can be bailed with a small cup. Add
a generous amount — about three cups, suggests Landry — of antifreeze to the tank and
the bowl to prevent any remaining water from freezing and cracking the toilet, and to stop
sewer gas from venting back through the toilet trap. Pour a cup of antifreeze down every
sink and tub drain, and two cups down shower-stall drains, which have larger traps. The
trap under a drain holds water that prevents sewer gas from coming up through the drain. If
left unprotected, the pooled water in that trap may freeze and crack the trap.

Re-printed from Cottage Life, September 4, 2004.

Volunteer Opportunities
KLCA Volunteer Opportunities
Do you want to help the KLCA but don’t have a lot of spare time?  Why not volunteer to take
on a small project.  A small amount of your time and skills can go a long way.  And, helping
the KLCA can provide community service hours for student volunteers! These are the small
projects currently looking for volunteers.

Treasurer
Creating pivot table templates in Excel
Formatting financial statement templates in Excel
Please e-mail: treasurer@klca.org

Regatta
Judging swimming races
Judging canoe races
Assisting with Beach Games
Totaling scores (trophy table)
Set up/clean up
Food
Silent action/prize table
Collecting donations
Please e-mail:kimberley.daries@peelsb.com

Reflections jobs for cold winter days
Writing about local events
Editing an article or a section of the yearbook
Formatting using Microsoft Publisher
Proofreading
And, of course, sending in your own news, photos, etc.
Please email: reflections@klca.org

Membership
Reminder to renew early in 2022, before the end of February to receive all the newsletters
and Reflections on time. You can renew online and if you need help, please contact Ellen at
ewiley@vianet.ca . Also, please reminder to update your credit card info if you
use automatic renewal and your card has expired or changed! The cost remains $50 for a 1
yr membership and $45 for online auto renew. Please go to  www.klca.org. (in 2022, not
now!)

Winterizing Your Boat
By Brian Gordon;  3/12/2021

 

As the boating season draws to a close and Jack Frost begins his trek south, boaters turn
to the task of laying up their boats for the winter. This article covers how to protect an
outboard motor against corrosion and freeze-related damage during winter storage. The
process, referred to as “winterization”, consists of some simple tasks that are easily
performed by most owners of an outboard-powered boat. These tasks include:

Drain the crankcase oil (Four-stroke motors)
Install a new oil filter (Four-stroke motors)
Filling the crankcase with new oil (Four-stroke motors)
Changing the lower unit gear oil
Stabilizing the fuel
Flushing the outboard with antifreeze
Fogging the cylinders
Greasing the tilt tube and the pivot tube
Protecting against corrosion

To accomplish these tasks, you will need the following items:

Gallon of antifreeze
Engine winterizing kit
Flushing muffs
Fuel stabilizer
Gear lube oil
Gear lube pump
Outboard motor oil (Four-stroke motors)
Oil filter (Four-stroke motors)
Oil filter wrench (Sometimes needed)
Drain pan to catch motor oil or gear lube oil
Absorbent “shop” rags
Fogging oil
Grease gun loaded with a cartridge of grease
Corrosion inhibitor

Drain the crankcase oil. (Four-stroke motors)
The reason you need to change the oil is because contaminants in “dirty” oil can corrode
and shorten the life of engine parts during winter storage. Before beginning the oil change
process, attach a set of flushing muffs to a garden hose and place them squarely over both
sides of the water intake for your motor. Then turn on the water, start the motor and allow it
to run a few minutes to warm up the oil. Then, turn off the motor and remove the flushing
muffs.

Most four-stroke outboards have an oil sump drain plug located below the crankcase at the
back or side of the motor’s leg. Unfortunately, changing outboard oil can be a bit messy.
While some mechanics opt to remove the oil by sucking it out via the dipstick tube, this
process does not get all the oil out. So we suggest you follow the manufacturer’s
instructions for how to drain the oil and change the oil filter. (Note: Before removing the oil
drain plug, be sure to position a catch pan under the motor to catch the oil as it drains out!)

In some cases, the oil drain plug gasket may need to be replaced. Follow the
manufacturer’s recommendations in this regard. When finished, some cleanup will be
necessary—so make sure you have some rags on hand.
Change the oil filter. (Four-stroke motors)
After draining the oil, remove the oil filter. Most of these are of the spin-on type, similar to
those on automobile engines. Sometimes, filters that have “taken a set” might require an oil
filter wrench for removal. Before installing the new filter, lightly coat the O-ring on the filter
with motor oil and then screw it on until it is hand tight.

Fill the crankcase with new oil. (Four-stroke motors)
After installing the new oil filter, fill the crankcase with new oil. Check your owner’s manual
for the viscosity and quantity you need. Make sure the API service level meets or exceeds
what the manual specifies as well.

Change the fuel filter.
Now is a good time to change the fuel filter located on the motor. Follow your owner’s
manual in this regard.

Change the lower unit gear oil.
Before beginning, check your owner’s manual for the viscosity and quantity of gear oil that
your outboard requires. The gear box (located directly forward of the prop) will have a
stainless steel, screw-type drain plug at the bottom and a stainless steel screw-type vent
plug somewhere above it. To start the process, place your catch pan under the gear box
and then remove the bottom plug. Be careful to remove the gasket along with the plug.
(Note: Many drain plugs include a magnetic prong to which some metal particles may be
attached. Fine particles indicate normal gear wear, but coarse metal chips indicate
excessive wear. If in doubt, consult with a service professional.) Once the bottom plug is
removed, a small amount of gear oil will begin to drip out. Next, remove the vent plug at the
top. Once the top plug is removed, the gear oil should freely flow out the bottom drain hole.
As the oil drains out, observe its color and clarity. Gear oil in good condition should be
translucent with a greenish cast, whereas a milky appearance indicates that water has
made its way into gear box. If this is the case, seek the advice of a service professional.

New gear oil is always pumped upward from the bottom hole until it overflows at the top.
The reason it is filled from the bottom up is to eliminate the possibility of trapped air and
ensure that the entire gear box casing fills with oil. There are two ways to pump in the oil.
For very small outboards, one way is to press the nozzle of a tube of gear oil into the
bottom hole and to slowly squeeze the gear oil into the casing until it overflows out the top
hole. For larger outboards, the other way is to use a gear oil pump. In either case, when the
oil overflows out the top hole, replace the top plug, then remove the pump nozzle from the
drain hole and quickly replace the plug. Make sure you don’t forget the gaskets!

Stabilize the fuel.
Stabilizing the fuel with products will help to prevent the formation of gum and varnish that
can form during winter storage. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for mixing one of
these products at the correct ratio into your outboard motor’s fuel tank. Next, you need to
circulate the stabilized fuel through the entire fuel system. To do this, reattach the flushing
muffs, turn on the water, restart the motor and allow it to run for five to ten minutes and then
shut it off.   

Fog the cylinders while flushing the motor with antifreeze.
To prevent freeze damage, prior to winter storage, many owners simply drain the cooling
water out of their outboards. However, while it might seem like “overkill”, we recommend
flushing your motor with antifreeze. This will prevent residual water from turning into ice and
causing damage during a hard freeze. Dosing your motors cylinders with fogging oil prior to
winter storage will prevent the formation of rust within the cylinders—which obviously is a
good thing! 

Engine fogging oils are typically offered as an easy-to-use spray.

Fogging the cylinders and flushing your outboard with antifreeze can be combined into a
single procedure. For two- and four-stroke carbureted motors, after running the motor for
five to ten minutes (per the instruction above), shut off the motor, disconnect the garden
hose and hook up the winterizing kit to the flushing muffs. Then fill the winterizing kit’s tank
with antifreeze, which should be of the non-toxic propylene glycol variety. Next, remove the
cowling to gain access to the air intakes on the front of the engine.  Next, after opening the
valve to the winterizing kit, restart the motor and watch the antifreeze level drop in the tank.
You should begin to see antifreeze discharging via the “telltale” of water that exits the motor.

While the engine is running, begin to spray fogging oil into the carburetor(s). This will
usually cause lower-horsepower engines to stall, while higher horsepower engines may
cough and sputter, but continue running while emitting white smoke. Spray a good amount
of fogging oil through the intake and then disconnect the fuel line from the engine, and
continue spraying fogging oil into the engine until the engine dies. Usually the motor will run
rough and emit white smoke just before it dies. Running the motor until it burns up all of the
fuel from the carburetors prevents the formation of varnish deposits from gasoline that
would otherwise remain in the carburetor bowl during winter storage.

Fogging Procedure for Outboards with Electronic Fuel Ignition
Just like with the procedure described above, you can fog your EFI motor and at the same
time winterize its cooling system with antifreeze. However, the procedure for fogging an
EFI-type motor is different—and also little easier compared to carbureted motors. Instead of
spraying fogging oil into the cylinders through the carburetor(s) you will need to run the
fogging oil directly through the fuel system. This is commonly done by running a fuel line
from the motor to a small container of stabilized gasoline into which fogging oil formulated
for EFI motors has been mixed. Consult your owner’s manual for the correct fogging oil to
use. (Important: Do not use fogging oil formulated for carbureted motors, as it contains a
wax-like substance that can clog the fuel injectors of an EFI motor!) Unlike the procedure
for carbureted motors, you should not cut off the fuel supply to the motor and then wait for it
to stop. Instead, run the motor until you see white smoke exiting from the exhaust and then,
before the winterizing kit runs dry, shut the motor off. (Note: Running an EFI motor until it
quits due to a lack of fuel can damage the fuel system.)

Final Tasks
For oil-injected two-stroke motors, completely fill the two-stroke oil tank so that water won’t
condense inside the tank and contaminate the oil supply. Locate the zerk fittings for the
pivot tube and the tilt tube and with a grease gun squeeze in some fresh grease. Next,
spray a corrosion inhibitor on to the power head and replace the cowl.

Finally, remove the propeller, inspect it for damage, and have it repaired or replaced as
needed. Check the shaft for monofilament fishing line wrapped around it, which could
damage the seal. Lubricate the shaft with grease and reinstall the prop, or leave it off to
discourage theft. Finally, store the engine in an upright position, so any water will drain out.
Now you’re done—and your outboard is ready for hibernation

Source: https://www.westmarine.com/WestAdvisor/Winterizing-Your-Outboard-Motor
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